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A good start: Pre-Marathon plans shaping up
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With roughly 25,000 athletes set to take off from Hopkinton's Boston Marathon starting line Monday, local organizers faced their own mad dash for the
finish. Among the last-minute details for race preparations was finding a ceremonial flame to brighten the event's lead-up.

"It was a flat-out race to get the big logistical pieces in place," said Muriel Kramer, chairwoman of Hopkinton's Board of Selectmen. "That took an
awful lot of cooperation."

While recent chicken pox cases at two Hopkinton schools forced the cancellation of a traditional meeting between students and Kenyan runners, the
flame and other new Marathon-related elements have ensured plenty of pre-race activity in town.

Over in Newton, meanwhile, the city is holding its 16th annual youth race Sunday up the course's notorious Heartbreak Hill with participants again
traveling from other states and Canada to join local residents.

"We've given them the hardest part of the whole race, but they've come back year after year," said Linda Plaut, director of the mayor's cultural affairs
office.

In Hopkinton, a flame flown in from the legendary birthplace of all marathons was expected to arrive last night, possibly taking some of the sting off
the cancellation of today's planned visit between Kenyan runners and students.

Instead, the spotlight in town today will rest solely on visitors from Greece and the flame, which was lit in Marathon, Greece, and flown to Boston in a
special container. Legend says that a Greek messenger ran 26.2 miles to Athens in 490 B.C. to tell leaders of a victory in the Battle of Marathon.
That run is the inspiration for marathon racing.

Seeking to promote that history, Marathon's mayor, Spyros Zagaris, decided to give a flame to Hopkinton because of its status as both a sister city
and the starting point of the Boston Marathon.

"The history, tradition, pride - it's a wonderful thing to be sharing," Kramer said.

Zagaris will arrive in town with Boston Marathon runners from Greece. Their group is expected to join Dimitris Kyriakides, the son of 1946 Marathon
winner Stylianos Kyriakides, selectmen and representatives from race sponsor John Hancock Insurance and Financial Services at a breakfast at the
senior center this morning.

The Greek guests and the flame are then expected to go to the State House this afternoon for a ceremony with state Sen. Karen Spilka, D-Ashland.

On Friday, Kyriakides and the Greek runners will visit Hopkinton Middle School for a sixth-grade assembly inspired by high school student Kelsey
Krapf. Since Krapf's brother and other sixth-graders study ancient Greece and she was working on a Girl Scout cultural exchange award, the ninth-
grader suggested that the Greek entourage be invited to the school for a question-and-answer session.

"I think it's really exciting," sixth-grade social studies teacher Sarah Daigneault said. "It connects directly to the curriculum."
Kyriakides and the runners will then head to Weston Nurseries for an afternoon tea arranged by local Girl Scout troops.

"We're hoping they can learn a little more and make a connection between Hopkinton Scouts and Greek Scouts," troop leader Nancy Burdick said of
the girls.

On Saturday, the flame will be taken to Ashland and used to light a torch during a 1 p.m. ceremony at the Marathon's original starting point. The torch
will then be carried by a relay of young runners to Hopkinton's statue of Stylianos Kyriakides at Mile 1, at which point the Greek athletes will take over
and head to the current starting line.

The torch will be used to light a cauldron on Town Common during a 2:15 p.m. ceremony.

"We're hoping a lot of people will come to see it," Kramer said of the cauldron, which will remain lit Sunday before being moved to the starting line on
race day.
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In Newton, the city's Heartbreak Hill youth event will begin at noon on Sunday with athletes racing a half-mile up the infamous incline and a half-mile
back down the other side. Registration is available at www.newtonpride.org/race and costs $12 for those 18 and under and $15 for anyone older.

While families can also walk, Plaut warned the event can be challenging for racers.
"It's not such an easy run," she said.

(Michael Morton can be reached at mmorton@cnc.com or 508-626-4338.)
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